
Over the past 2 Sundays, we've heard both Phil 
& Adrian give superb introductions to the book 
of Isaiah. Jesus and his disciples loved this 
book and made frequent use of it, in fact, it's 
quoted or alluded to more than 50 times in the 
New Testament. It stands to reason then that 
we too ought to get to know this book. 

Isaiah's name is one of the first clues as to the 
importance of this book. 'Isaiah' means 
'Yahweh is salvation'. The Israelites living in and 
around Jerusalem (known at this time as the 
kingdom of Judah) were the first to hear 
Isaiah's prophecy. Their nation was in disarray 
and lacked godly leadership. Worse still, they 
lived with the threat of being invaded by a 
significantly more powerful nation who were 
intent on destroying them. Their fear was real 
and they were not sure whom to trust. 
Into this setting God raised up Isaiah to speak 
on His behalf. Every time he was mentioned, 

the people were in fact hearing the 
answer to their problems, 'Yahweh is salvation'. 

Seen from our perspective, we may wonder 
'why didn't the people of Judah remember all 
that God had done in the past and simply 
acknowledge God as lord of all? Why did they 
try to silence Isaiah and ignore his message?' 
This is a very good question to ask as we travel 
through the book between now and the start of 
Lent. Why do we seek to find salvation in 
anything or anyone but Yahweh? 

The challenges we face today are not the same 
as that of people of Judah in Isaiah's day, but 
they're not dissimilar either: How should a 
nation be led? What sort of leaders can we 
trust? Does the lifestyle of an individual have 
any effect on the state of a whole nation, or can 
I live as I want so long as it doesn't outwardly 
affect anyone else? Are all religions & 
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“The words of the Lord are flawless, 
like silver purified in a crucible, 
like gold refined seven times.” 
Psalm 12:6
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spiritualities effectively the same pursuit of 
truth? Does God really require people to walk a 
narrow way? 

These, and many other themes, are just some 
of the riches in the book of 'Yahweh is 
salvation.’ 

Please feel free to send feedback, suggested items for future editions of Outlook, or questions/
comments from today’s sermon to Outlook@eastleighparish.com 

Bible Reading for Sunday 17th January 
Isaiah 31 (NIVUK) 

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, 
    who rely on horses, 
who trust in the multitude of their chariots 
    and in the great strength of their horsemen, 
but do not look to the Holy One of Israel, 
    or seek help from the Lord. 
2 Yet he too is wise and can bring disaster; 
    he does not take back his words. 
He will rise up against that wicked nation, 
    against those who help evildoers. 
3 But the Egyptians are mere mortals and not 
God; 
    their horses are flesh and not spirit. 
When the Lord stretches out his hand, 
    those who help will stumble, 
    those who are helped will fall; 
    all will perish together. 
4 This is what the Lord says to me: 
‘As a lion growls, 
    a great lion over its prey – 
and though a whole band of shepherds 
    is called together against it, 
it is not frightened by their shouts 

    or disturbed by their clamour – 
so the Lord Almighty will come down 
    to do battle on Mount Zion and on its 
heights. 
5 Like birds hovering overhead, 
    the Lord Almighty will shield Jerusalem; 
he will shield it and deliver it, 
    he will “pass over” it and will rescue it.’ 
6 Return, you Israelites, to the One you have so 
greatly revolted against. 7 For in that day every 
one of you will reject the idols of silver and 
gold your sinful hands have made. 
8 ‘Assyria will fall by no human sword; 
    a sword, not of mortals, will devour them. 
They will flee before the sword 
    and their young men will be put to forced 
labour. 
9 Their stronghold will fall because of terror; 
    at the sight of the battle standard their 
commanders will panic,’ 
declares the Lord, 
    whose fire is in Zion, 
    whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 

“Hear me, you heavens! Listen, 
earth! For the Lord has spoken.” 

Isaiah 1:2a
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Catechesis 
You may remember that we talked a lot about 
vision last year. One key issue that emerged 
from that process was the topic of offering 
more helpful teaching that would allow us all 
to grow as disciple-making disciples. In 
response to this, we announced (at the APCM) 
that we plan to reintroduce the ancient 
practise of catechesis - something which goes 
back to some of the earliest days of the 
Church. 

As you may know, catechesis is the name 
given to a style of teaching/learning the foundational aspects of the Christian faith. Catechesis uses 
questions with pre-prepared answers that build up a 'catalogue' of helpful information. Exactly how 
we're going to offer this material is open to debate at the moment, but in the first instance, we're 
going to try offering the material in 2 ways: 

• Beginning next week (Sunday 24th Jan), there'll be a question and its answer posted in 
Outlook each week, and; 

• Each week, we plan to prepare a short video that will seek to teach on the topic of the Q&A 
in Outlook. 

These materials will then be available on our website in perpetuity for you or anyone else to make 
use of in the years ahead. Ian will be presenting the first few videos, but in time other faces will 
begin to appear too. 

As we mentioned before Christmas, we'll be using a formally 
recognised Anglican Catechism named "To Be a 
Christian” (rather than making up our own questions and 
answers as we go!). We've been given permission to reprint the 
whole of the book in weekly segments, so there's no need for 
you to buy it, but if you'd like to own your own hardback or 
Kindle copy you can find it here. 

We'll keep on mentioning this for a while yet, but as we make a start on this new venture in church 
life please will you send any helpful feedback you may have to ian@eastleighparish.com? Questions 
to respond to might include: 

• Are the videos helpful? 
• Are we trying to communicate too much or too 

little material? 
• How can we share the materials in a more helpful 

way? 
• Etc. 

Whether you've been a Christian for 10 minutes or 10 
decades, we hope that you will find the Catechism 
material helpful. As Jesus said, "Know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free." (John 8:32) 
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Sunday Timings: Telephone Service will move to 8.45am from 17th January 
As you can imagine, we're currently learning a lot about 
how to structure church life in this ever-changing context. 
With this in mind, we'd like to slightly tweak the timings of 
Sunday mornings so that we can offer a better experience 
for all connected with the telephone service in particular. 
From Sunday 17th Jan onwards, the telephone service will 
start at 8:45am. The reason for this is to provide a good 
amount of time for chatting amongst all church members 
both after the telephone service and before the 9:30am 
service. 

Technology in Church Life Questionnaire 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted a helpful response to the 
questionnaire. If you haven't already done so but would like to, you can 
access it here. The feedback given will be shared with the PCC 
when they meet in a week or so, and we'll be sure to update you here in 
Outlook of any outcomes from this process. 

Midweek Holy Communion 
As you'll probably already know, the ONLY opportunity to visit All Saints' each week is currently at 
9:15am on a Wednesday. Here's 3 things to tell you about this: 

1.If you'd like to attend, you need to pre-book using 
ChurchSuite (if in doubt on how to do this, please 
call Sue on 07502 427 693 and we can book for you) 
2.Sam will be playing the organ at this service - but 
there will be no choir/singing 
3.You can access this service online in the normal 
way - although it will be a low tech online service 
(without all the fancy graphics the AV team provide 
for Sundays) 

CTiE 
The next Churches Together Service will be held at 6pm on 
Sunday 24th Jan online. We'll post a link to the livestream 
on our website on the day. 

New Discipleship Group for Wednesday Afternoons 

We have launched a new Discipleship Group who now meet 
on a Wednesday afternoon.  

If you'd like to join, please speak to Ian or Sue who can 
fill you in with more details. 
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Church Finances 
2020 provided many challenges for all of us. 
As you might imagine, one challenge in the 
life of EPC was needing to close our 2 halls at 
different times, and in doing so losing a 
significant amount of expected income. 
Thankfully, by the grace of God, and under 
the careful stewardship of Adrian (as treasurer) 
and the PCC, we were able to meet every 
financial commitment throughout the year. Of 
course, the longer this current lockdown goes 
on, the greater the impact will be on our 
parish finances. 

With this thought in mind, please will you take a moment to pray for Adrian as he prepares to share 
the financial position with the PCC when they meet on Monday 25th? As you may know, Phil Watson 
leads the PCC's Finance Committee who discuss all financial matters that relate to this parish, but it 
is Adrian who has the task of managing the parish accounts on a day-to-day basis. He has received 
some terrific help from a growing treasurer/finance team in recent times, all of which has contributed 
to excellent management of our finances in some very trying months. Please pray for the PCC too, 
that they would collectively make excellent decisions on behalf of the parish that honour the Lord. 

Thank you for all that you have given to enable the mission and ministry of EPC to continue to grow 
and develop. Please be assured that the PCC are very keen indeed to use the gifts that you have 
given in the most honouring and best way possible. 

We'll be sure to share a more detailed finance update in the weeks following the next PCC meeting 
on the 25th. 

Family Discipleship 
Every week we have been meeting at our Family Discipleship and last week we had so much fun! We 
learned all about the workers in the Vineyard in Matthew 20 and to help us learn the story, we spent 
time making a bunch of grapes out of paper which you can see in the picture! Every week we also 
play games, sing together, and pray as a group. If you want to be part of a Family DG, please get in 
contact with me at michael@eastleighparish.com and you will soon be able to have the same 
experience! 

pixabay.com/nattanan23 

mailto:michael@eastleighparish.com


Eastleigh Basics Bank 

Eastleigh Basics Bank had their AGM via Zoom this week. 
Please do continue to pray for both the organisation and its volunteers as they 
continue to serve those in need. 
If you would like to learn more about Eastleigh Basics Bank or if you’d like to 
get involved, do go to their website to find out how you can help. 

Prayer Points 
• Thank God for the safe arrival of Bethany Caitlin 

Bradford who was born on Wednesday. Please 
continue to pray for both Clare's and Andy's dads 
who are receiving treatment for cancer. 

• Andrew, Jon Price's brother, suffered a brain 
aneurysm last week and is critically ill in hospital in 
Suffolk. Pray that God blesses Jon, Rachel & their 
family with peace; and pray too that Andrew will 
make a full recovery. 

• Ask God to bless our DGs; that our parish church 
would become a community of discipleship groups, 
made up of ever increasingly fruitful disciple-making disciples. 

Michael (our Youth & Children’s Minister) has provided some 
materials that you might like to use with any little ones in your life… 
or perhaps you also like colouring in? They can be found below. 

You can also find this week’s children’s ministry video on our YouTube 
page. 

If you see any helpful materials for helping disciple children, please do pass them on to 
Michael@eastleighparish.com 

Some useful contact details: 
Ian (Vicar): 07809 668 118 & Sue: 07502 427 693 
Phil Watson (Church Warden): 07966 159 684 
Adrian Nance (Licensed Lay Minister): 07973 232 872 
Keith Pickering (Church Warden - All Saints’): 07905 249 860 
Michael Weatherall (Youth/Children’s Min): 07311 820 975 
Darryl Yeates (Church Warden - St Francis’): 07810 400 896 
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