
 
Have you ever felt swamped or overwhelmed 
by life's difficulties? Perhaps that's how you're 
feeling right now as you read this. 
On Thursday of last week, we celebrated 
"Ascension Day" in the Church's calendar. For 
forty days after his resurrection Jesus appeared 
time-and-again to prove that he had been 
raised from the dead. And then, in sight of the 
key disciples, he ascended into the sky before 
disappearing from their sight to go and be with 
His Father (before sending the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost). 
We all face great trials. Going through these 
things is not pleasant, but it is normal. As 
Christians, one of the great truths we can hold 
onto at times of trouble is found in the fact that 
Jesus has ascended into glory. Because Jesus 
sits at the right hand of the Father - far above 

all things - we can say this: whatever we might 
feel is 'over our heads' is in fact under 
Christ's feet. 

Whilst praying for his disciples and preparing 
them for life once he had left them, Jesus said, 
"I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” (John 16:33). During this week that we 
have once again remembered the ascension of 
Christ to the Father's side, let's be encouraged 
that Jesus has made provision for us in our time 
of trouble. It may not be a comfortable season 
to travel through, but times of trouble are 
overseen by Christ and are times at which his 
great peace is available to us who believe in 
him. 

May 16th

“This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
Acts 1:11b
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Feel free to send feedback, suggested items for future editions of Outlook, or questions/comments 
from today’s sermon to Outlook@eastleighparish.com 

Bible Reading for Sunday 16th May 
John 17:6-19 (NIVUK) 

6 ‘I have revealed you to those whom you gave 
me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word. 
7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them 
the words you gave me and they accepted 
them. They knew with certainty that I came 
from you, and they believed that you sent me. 
9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the 
world, but for those you have given me, for 
they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all 
you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them. 11 I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name, the name you gave 
me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
12 While I was with them, I protected them and 
kept them safe by that name you gave me. 

None has been lost except the one doomed to 
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 ‘I am coming to you now, but I say these 
things while I am still in the world, so that they 
may have the full measure of my joy within 
them. 14 I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, 
I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 

“As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world.” 

John 17:18
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Working Party at St Francis: Sat 22nd May 
As you'll know, we're planning to use St Francis' lots in the 
months ahead. Not only are some of our DGs meeting 
outside St F for their regular meetings, but the 11o'clock 
service will be held there every Sunday from 23rd May 
onwards - as well as the ongoing use of St F by lots of other 
church groups and hirers. Can you help us get St Francis' 
and its grounds ready for a summer of ministry? 

If you can: 

• Please join us for all or part of the work party from 10am to 2pm on Sat 22nd May. 
• Bring some gardening tools; maybe cloths and a bucket, etc. 
• Come dressed ready for action - including work gloves. 

Due to Covid, please bring your own refreshments / snacks / flasks of tea. We will provide bottled 
water. 

Summer Sunday Invitations 
We want to share an invitation to attend our Sunday services with as many local people as possible. 
Last week, we put up several banners outside St Francis' & All Saints', whilst during the coming 
week, we'll be posting some adverts on Facebook/Insta, etc. We've also printed several thousand 
postcards - can you help deliver some of these to houses near where you live? 

• Pick up a bundle of postcards from either All Saints' or the Vicarage (1 Cedar Rd.) 
• Post them through your neighbours' doors, being sure to pray a blessing for each home and 

asking God to bring them to faith in Christ 
• Let Ian know which roads you've delivered to 
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Leading Prayers or Reading at 9.30? 
In recent weeks, our brilliant AV team has changed the 
way that they run the technical side of the 9:30 service. I 
imagine that you will have seen a great increase in the 
quality of the organ sound and a few other 
improvements if you have been joining in at home. One 
impact of the new system is that the ZOOM feed is now 
slightly behind the 'live' action in the building. This 
means that we aren't able to pipe the ZOOM room into 
the church building in real time; and thus leading the 
service, leading prayers, etc. all need to take place 
inside All Saints' OR be prerecorded (for those who'd 
like to contribute, but can't come to All Saints' in person yet). We're sorry for any confusion this 
change may have caused. 

If you'd like to lead prayers, do a Bible reading, etc. from home and need some help with the pre-
recording of your item, we would be delighted to come and film you at a convenient time. 

Eastleigh Basics Bank 
Do you have an hour to spare on a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday? Eastleigh Basics 
Bank is looking for people to collect donations from the following supermarkets and 
take them to the shop in Wells Place: 

  
Asda  
Waitrose Chandler’s Ford 

     Co-op Winchester Road, Chandler’s Ford 
 Sainsbury’s Eastleigh 
 Lidl Eastleigh 
 M & S Eastleigh 

If you are interested in helping with this, please reply to Hazel in the first instance by 
email: hazel.bateman@ntlworld.com or phone: 023 8090 3028. 

Some useful contact details: 
Ian (Vicar): 07809 668 118 & Sue: 07502 427 693 
Phil Watson (Church Warden): 07966 159 684 
Adrian Nance (Licensed Lay Minister): 07973 232 872 
Keith Pickering (Church Warden - All Saints’): 07905 249 860 
Michael Weatherall (Youth/Children’s Min): 07311 820 975 
Darryl Yeates (Church Warden - St Francis’): 07810 400 896 
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EPC KIDS 
At 'Saturday Kids' Michael and Kayleigh have been teaching our families about the Fruit of the Spirit! 
Last week they learned about the 'Pear' of Patience, 'Kiwi' of Kindness and the 'Grapes' of 
Goodness. If you take care of any children under 11, come along to Saturday Kids, every two weeks 
in the All Saints Building. 

EPC YOUTH 
Our Youth have started meeting midweek in person - Come along if you are aged 13-18! 
Here are some of our youth playing basketball on Grantham Green. 

Children’s Ministry 
For weekly Sunday videos, crafts, Bible studies, prayer activities, and more visit 
www.eastleighparish.com/children-s-ministry 

http://www.eastleighparish.com/children-s-ministry


APCM: 29th May 
This year's APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) will take place at 10am on Saturday 29th May. 
We hope to hold it in-person in All Saints', with a ZOOM option for those unable to attend in-
person. As always, the APCM will provide us with the opportunity to offer a snapshot of 'where we 
are at' as a parish church as we look together at our finances and reflect on all that we've done 
together since the last APCM (which was held in Oct 2020 - much later than normal due to COVID 
restrictions). The APCM is the meeting at which we elect 
church officials, such as PCC members and Church 
Wardens. Would you be willing to serve in this way? Chat 
to Ian or another member of PCC to learn more of what 
is involved. 

If you would like to submit a report from an area of 
church life to be included in the annual report, please 
send it to ian@eastleighparish.com no later than Friday 
14th May. 
 

Oikos Prayer Walking App 
HOPE UK have launched a really helpful app to support 
and encourage the Church as we pray for our towns 
and nation. All the details can be found here, and both 
Apple & Android have versions of the app that can be 
downloaded for free. Do take a look, it looks really 
good. 

Electoral Roll 
Please see below the Notice of Revision for EPC’s Electoral Roll. Also attached is a copy of EPC’s 
current Electoral Roll so that you can check whether you need to sign up for this year’s Roll. Please 
return all application forms to Dot Chadwick by Saturday 15th May to ensure that the final Roll can 
be compiled in time for the APCM on Saturday 29th May. Here is a link to EPC’s Electoral Roll web 
page where you can download and send an electronic Electoral Roll form. Alternatively, there are 
paper forms available in the All Saints’ building. 

Please note this directive from Church Office, Winchester: 

To join the Electoral Roll you have to attend Services in person regularly for 6 months. However, in 
light of the pandemic, if you started attending and lockdown then prevented you from completing 
your 6 month period but your intention was to fulfil this, then you can still join the Roll. 

However, if you have only ever attended Zoom Services you cannot join the Roll. In this case, you 
must first attend Services in person regularly, whether at All Saints or St Francis, to start your 6 
month qualification period.  

Any queries please contact Dot Chadwick. 

pixabay.com/AbsolutVision 

pixabay.com/Free-Photos 

mailto:ian@eastleighparish.com
https://www.hopeforeveryhome.org/Groups/359717/The_Prayer_App.aspx
https://www.eastleighparish.com/electoral-role-form
https://www.eastleighparish.com/electoral-role-form


Prayer Points 
Here are some key items for prayer this week: 
• For the 11o'clock service meeting outside St F from May 23rd onwards; that many new 

people would come and find faith in Christ; that all those previously connected with this 
service prior to lockdown would come back to fellowship; that our neighbours would be 
blessed 

• Thank God that Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali will be visiting us to preach at the 9:30 & 11 on May 
23rd. Pray for God's blessing on him as he prepares to speak to us, and for his wife (Valerie) 
too who will be accompanying him. 

• Healing & peace for those who are very ill, especially Andy & Clare's dads and Jon's brother, 
Andrew. 
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