
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. 'Advent' 
doesn't mean 'chocolate calendar' but is in fact 
an ancient Latin word that means 'the coming' 
or 'it's going to happen'. There are 4 Sundays 
in Advent, each of which we use to remind 
ourselves about the Bible's themes of promises 
that have been fulfilled and promises that are 
waiting to be fulfilled. In particular, Advent is a 
time to remember that just as all of the OT 
prophecy about the coming of Messiah was 
fulfilled when Jesus came 2000 years ago, we 
can trust all of the Bible's teaching and 

prophecy that surrounds the return of Jesus - 
when he will return not as a baby in a manger, 
but as the Cosmic King. 

Advent is a season for getting ready. We will 
make preparations for Christmas Day (food; 
presents; family & friends), but much more 
importantly, Advent is a season for 'really' 
getting ready. Just as Jesus came as a baby as 
promised, he will also return as the Judging 
King. We don't know when, but we do know 
that he is coming. Are you ready? 

Good News 
Following the announcement on Thursday that Eastleigh will be in Tier 2 when Lockdown is lifted, 
from Sunday 6th December all services will once again be both in-person and online (9am 
Telephone; 9:30am & 11o'lock in All Saints' & online).  
(N.B. 9:15am Weds 2nd will still be online only.) 

Nov 29th

Almighty God, 
As your kingdom dawns, 
Turn us from the darkness 
of sin to the light of 
holiness, 
That we may be ready to 
meet you 
In our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 

A Collect for the 1st Sunday of Advent
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Please feel free to send feedback, suggested items for future editions of Outlook, or questions/
comments from today’s sermon to Outlook@eastleighparish.com 

Bible Reading for Sunday 29th Nov 
Mark 13:24-end (NIVUK) 

24 “But in those days, following that distress, 
“‘the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 
26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 
27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of the heavens. 
28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, 
you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is 
near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these 
things have happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man 
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and 
tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
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“Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will never pass 

away.” 
Mark 13:31
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The Vision and Mission of Eastleigh Parish Church 

A few weeks ago, we shared for the first time the Mission and Vision Statements 
for EPC.  

We'll continue to say more about these in the coming weeks/months, but for 
now, here's a quick reminder of these 2 key ideas: 

Our Mission Statement (or 'why does EPC exist?’) 

“EPC exists to make disciple-making disciples” 

Our Vision Statement (or 'what does EPC hope to achieve in the next season?’) 

“In the next 3 years, Eastleigh Parish Church aims to become a 
community of Discipleship Groups.” 

Advent Adventure (Dec 1st to 25th) 
Along with many other churches in CTiE, we've been working hard to prepare something rather 
special for Advent this year. We’ve built a special website at www.AdventAdventure.co.uk that aims 
to give local people - whether churchgoers or not  -  to join in with a 'journey' in the weeks leading 
up to Christmas. The site offers LOTS of materials for people of all ages, with separate sections 
especially suited to children/young families and adults. Do look out for Facebook updates and other 
adverts for the Advent Adventure. 

http://www.adventadventure.co.uk/


 
Something for Your Stocking? Or Perhaps Some 
Advent Reading? 
Every month, many Christian books are published. Far 
more rarely, a truly brilliant Christian book is published. 
If you were wanting to buy a really quality Christian 
book for someone this Christmas (or perhaps wanted 
to read one yourself), you'd struggle to find anything 
better than this amongst everything that's been 
published in 2020: "Gentle & Lowly" by Dane Ortland. 
This easily-readable book is packed full of incredible 
insight, wisdom and encouragement. The author takes 
the Scripture from Matt 11:29, "I am gentle and lowly 
in heart" and in easy-to-read and short chapters goes on to describe in fantastic detail what Jesus is 
truly like; how he is able to truly understand the troubles we go through as human beings and how 
he desires to give us comfort and rest. 
If you were to buy and read just one Christian book this year, it should perhaps be this one - it's 
fantastic! 

Have You Got A Bible Reading Plan for 2021? 
Have you read the Bible from cover to cover 
yet? Would you like to? One great way of 
reading the whole of the Bible is to follow a 
set plan. Reading the whole of the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation can be daunting, 
but using a simple-to-follow reading plan can 
help. Did you know that if you read the Bible 
at 'pulpit speed' (out loud, and fairly slowly) 
it would take less than 12 minutes per day to 
read the whole of the Bible in a year? (Here's 
a great website that can help you see how 
long each book might take to read). 

Knowing God's Word well and reading it regularly is a key part of discipleship. We know this 
because it's something that Jesus modelled. If you'd like to aim to read the whole of the Bible in 
2021, here's some suggestions: 
• Here's a link to a helpful 365 day reading plan 
• Click here to buy a copy of the Bible that has 365 neat daily readings already laid out for you   
• Or you could listen to 365 daily readings (read by David Suchet) 

However you access the Word of God - online as an audio file, on your phone, or in an actual 
printed Bible (!) - why not make 2021 the year that you read all of it from cover to cover? 

Some useful contact details: 
Ian (Vicar): 07809 668 118 & Sue: 07502 427 693 
Phil Watson (Church Warden): 07966 159 684 
Adrian Nance (Licensed Lay Minister): 07973 232 872 
Keith Pickering (Church Warden - All Saints’): 07905 249 860 
Michael Weatherall (Youth/Children’s Min): 07311 820 975 
Darryl Yeates (Church Warden - St Francis’): 07810 400 896 
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Christmas Plans 
As you might imagine, trying to make plans for 
Christmas events/services is proving to be quite 
tricky this year! Depending on what happens when 
the lockdown is lifted and rules being changed, we 
may or may not be able to offer in-person services, 
etc. What we do know for sure is this: Christmas is 
coming regardless of what COVID might say! We 
have several ideas up our sleeve and will be sure to 
announce any plans as soon as is practicable. So, 
whether you're wondering about Midnight 

Communion, Carols by Candlelight, or anything else at all - watch this space! 
 
Christmas Day 
It's probably fair to say that Christmas Day is going to 
be a bit different this year. It is possible that some of 
us won't be able to make our regular arrangements to 
see family/friends. With your help, we'd like to offer 
hospitality (within Govt. guidelines) to those who 
would appreciate it on Christmas Day. 
• Would you be able to host a guest(s) on 

Christmas Day for a meal? 
• Would you like to be invited to a Christmas Day 

meal at someone's home? 
• Do you know of someone that might 

appreciate being invited for a Christmas Day meal at someone's home? 
Please get in touch with Ian (07809 668 118) if you can answer 'yes' to any of the above questions. 
We'll be sure to work with you to ensure that no one feels uncomfortable / put-upon and that all 
guests / hosts are happy with the arrangements. 

COVID Action Plan: We’re Here to Help 
The COVID Pandemic has affected all of us. As a 
parish church, we want to help. The main place for 
helping one-another is increasingly found in our 
Discipleship Groups. DGs are small enough to care 
and to understand the particular needs we may 
have. As a Community of DGs we are able to offer a 
level of care in addition to our DGs. For example, 
did you know that our COVID Action Plan has 
access to a generous amount of funds that we'd like 
to use for Church Members and others who have 
been hardest hit by the pandemic?  

Please do feel free to get in touch with your DG leader, Ian, Sue or Adrian if you'd like to suggest 
someone who might need some extra help - and please don't be shy to ask on your own behalf. The 
Church is meant to be a family. We love you and, if we can, we want to help. 
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New Discipleship Group for Wednesday Afternoons 
We're planning to launch a new Discipleship Group which 
will meet on a Wednesday afternoon from January 
onwards.  

This new group has already got 6 members signed up to 
join. If you'd like to join in too, please speak to Ian or Sue 
who can fill you in with more details. 

Family Discipleship Group 
This week we started our first Family Discipleship Group! Our Family DGs are 
aimed at the whole family, with worship teaching and discipleship directly geared 
towards the children and parents. If you want to join a Family DG email Michael 
Weatherall at Michael@eastleighparish.com to find out more. 
Please be praying for our new Family DG. Pray that the group settles well, that they 
will gain valuable input and biblical discipleship. Also please be praying that God 
prompts more families from our church family and beyond to join a DG. Thank you! 

Responding to Mental Health 
In recent times, many of us have become 
increasingly aware of the need to care for both 
our own mental health, as well as that of others. 
As a parish church, we won't necessarily be 
able to offer the most expert advice or help on 
this topic, but we are able to draw from all that 
the Bible has to teach on how we can help 
keep our minds healthy, and how we can 
respond at times that we or those we know/
love struggle with mental health. 

In January, we plan to run a short course 
entitled "Mental Health & the Christian Faith". 
Over 6 sessions, the course will offer a chance 
for us to hear some key ideas from the Bible on 

this topic; to hear some stories from Christians 
who have wrestled with this theme and have 
some helpful insights to share, and also; (if we 
want to) to share with one-another from our 
own experiences of experiencing mental health 
problems, either in our own lives or those of 
people we love. 
This 6-week course won't necessarily provide all 
of the answers to some very deep questions 
that we may have, but we hope that by running 
it we'll help this church family learn more about 
how we can talk about this important issue in a 
way that is Bible-based and extremely helpful. 
We'll share more details on the course in the 
weeks ahead. 
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Prayer Points
Some key prayer topics for this week: 
• Kathleen Webb has received some news about her 
health and would value our prayers. 
• Praise God for great news about Noah Aquino. He has 
had some good news regarding his 
recovery this week. Pease do continue to pray for him & 
his family. 
• The Advent Adventure - Please pray that many new 
people come to faith in Jesus. 

Vocations Information Sessions - Diocese of Winchester 
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Job Opportunities at The King’s School 

Michael (our Youth & Children’s Minister) has provided some 
materials that you might like to use with any little ones in your life… 
or perhaps you also like colouring in? They can be found below. 

You can also find this week’s children’s ministry video on our YouTube 
page. 

If you see any helpful materials for helping disciple children, please do pass them on to 
Michael@eastleighparish.com 

 

www.EastleighParish.com

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkJOgWJc_tzJC96UNLHUc9A
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